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B ABSTRACT : Theinvestigation aimed at studying the time differential's, non-adjustment reactions and
strategies adopted by parents and care providers to facilitate the adjustment of children in the Laboratory
Day Care Centre. The study was based upon a sample of 32 (15 mae and 17 female) children admitted in
April,2009 & April,2010 sessions in Laboratory Day Care Centre, Department of Human Development,
PAU, Ludhiana as well as Care Providers (n=3) and Parents of the sample children (n=32). Observation-
cum-Interview method was used for data collection for the study. Based on their non-adjustment reactions,
the children weredivided into two categories, viz, ‘Early adjusting children’ and ‘Late adjusting children’.
The subj ects displayed non-adjustment reactionsin varying frequencies and intensities. The three children
who took longest to adjust were the subjects of the case studies taken up in the Laboratory Day Care

See end of the paper for Centre. These case studies presented in detail the dynamics of parent—child attachment and the adjustment
authors’ affiliations reactions of newly admitted children in Laboratory Day Care Centre. The analysis indicated that over-
Correspondence to : protective or over- possessive behaviour of parents or other family members, parental over-indulgence, lack
K HWAIRAK PAM of socidlization experiencesand irregular attendance at Centre contributed to poor adjustment of the child to
SHARMILA the Laboratory Day care centre.
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